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La Vajol (Catalonia, Spain) and Les Illes (France). Colliure and tomb of Antonio Machado, and Portbou and tomb of Walter Benjamin. 
The route takes about 2 hours and 30 minutes and visit of Museu de l’Exili de la Junquera (1,30h).

ROUTES OF TREKKINGS

Hike number 1 
Walking the Line in Catalonia

EXILE’S ROUTE 

This route reproduces that taken by thousands in 1939 when 
they went into exile in France, crossing the Pyrenees ahead of 
the advancing fascist forces. The section concerned follows the 
same route that Lluís Companys (President of Catalonia), Ma-
nuel Azaña (President of the Spanish Republic), and José Anto-
nio Agirre (Basque Lehendakari), all took in their day. Its starting 
point is the tiny municipality of La Vajol and ends on the other 
side of the border, in Les Illes, where the French Gendarmerie 
awaited to escort the exiles to internment camps.

The journey begins in the car park at the entrance to La Vajol, 
where a sign indicates the path leading to the Monument to Ex-
ile (which represents an adult and a child with an amputated 
leg on their way into exile, inspired by a photograph from the 
time). This is one of very few monuments in the whole of Spain 
dedicated to those who left the country towards the end of the 
Civil War.

Once in the village, we’ll find a small square in which we can 
see several plaques and other elements, placed here in remem-
brance of those who went into exile and to commemorate the 
sojourn of presidents Companys and Agirre here. We continue 
straight on towards the village of Les Illes in France. 

 



A few meters ahead there is a small esplanade with a wire fence, 
where signs indicate the French border. In this moment we are at 
the top of the Coll de Lli hill, where there is a plaque in memory of 
the three presidents who went into exile through this path. Our path 
now leads downwards, along a slope of low-to-medium difficulty. Af-
ter a short while we find ourselves in the centre of Les Illes, where the 
exiles arrived after climbing the Coll de Lli. The first building we reach 
is the Hostal dels Trabucaires. This hostel is a historic establishment 
where, according to the local people, President Companys stayed. 
When he left, the hostel keeper made him an omelette, though he 
was unable to pay her for it as he had no money. There is a saying 
around these parts that the Catalans still owe them an omelette.

On reaching Coll de Manrella hill, where we enter Catalonia once 
more, we find the pyramid-shaped monument known as the “Temple 
of Peace”, erected to the memory of Lluís Companys. 

After this trekking the proposal is one  visit to the Exile Memorial Mu-
seum (MUME), inaugurated in 2007, makes a fitting ending or begin-
ning to this route. MUME is in La Jonquera (Alt Empordà county), a 
border town whose streets witnessed the passing of thousands of 
people fleeing the country due to Franco dictatorship repression. 

The Republican exodus brought about an enormous cultural loss for 
the country. Great intellectuals (writers, scientists, musicians…) had 
to leave their occupations and fell into the uncertainty of exile. 

The case of the poet Antonio Machado is the example par 
excellence. Machado, sick and exhausted, died shortly after 
crossing the border and was buried in the cemetery of Col-
lioure. 

This route aims to explore the relation between exile and the 
cultural world. It starts in La Jonquera with a tour of MUME. 
Next, the route continues to Collioure, where the poet An-
tonio Machado arrived with his family, from Barcelona, and 
this was the last stage of his gruelling flight from Franco’s 
victory. Throughout the itinerary we read and discuss texts 
by Antonio Machado and exiled Catalan authors.

Students of project, the day of excursion,  reading poems in 
Antonio Machado’s tomb, in english, lithuanian, italian, ger-
man, romanian,  spanish and catalan



Other important intellectual related to exile was Walter Benjamin . 

After seven years in exile and having lost his German nationality in 
1939, the philosopher and literary critic left Paris in May 1940. He 
headed to Lourdes where he planned to meet Hannah Arendt. They 
would then try to travel to the United States, the destination for 
many of the Jewish thinkers from the Frankfurt School. 

On the afternoon of September the 24th,1940, Benjamin and his 
friends did a practice run. Benjamin was exhausted due to his frag-
ile health and decided to stay there and complete the journey the 
following day. He was refused entry into Spain. Instead, an order 
was given for his deportation back to France and thus his inevitable 
hand in to the Nazis. This dramatic story gives pause for thought 
on the consequences of history and why, even in the 21st century, 
there are still cases in which race, creed or colour can determine a 
person’s destiny. This special route includes a visit to the moving 
monument to the Memory of Walter Benjamin, by the artist Dani 
Karavan, and the historic exile routes of the Spanish Civil War.

Tomb of german philosopher Walter Benjamin, and text written by 
students of all nacionalities of Association in collaboration

Hike number 2 
Walking the Line in Germany

HERMANN’S TRAIL

The  Hermanns Trail, “Hermannsweg” is a very important and famous path that extends over 156 kilometers through the Teuto-
burger forest in Northern Germany. It came into existence in order to celebrate the Battle of Armenius in the year 8 AD. This battle 
was decisive as it stopped the Roman expansion and government of the Germanic tribes. The Germanic tribes had to fight against 
oppression and occupation. They eventually won their freedom through this Varian Disaster, The Battle of the Teutoburg Forest. 
(Latin: Clades Variana, Italian: Disfatta di Varo).

Our Walking the Line team hiked a famous loop that takes you through lush forests with extensive views of the area surrounding 
Detmold county and goes through the famous Externstein Pillars. The „Externsteine” are a natural rock formation consisting of sand-
stone. They are up to 40 meters high and the Crucifixion into the stone. 



Local monks and early Christians then used these carvings  as an instructional tool to convert the local pagans and explain the life 
of Christ. In modern times  there continues to be a tradition mythical celebrations and gatherings at this sight. Each year  groups 
of Neo-pagans who like to camp here celebrate the summer solstice at this mythical sight.  I guess you could say that it is our local 
“Stonehenge”.

Our hike begins at the parking lot in front of the Externsteine and continues  nearly 10 kilometers and takes about four hours.  It is 
considered a moderate hike.     

The Hermanns Trail  is very popular with tourists and has received the highest quality certificates available in Germany due to the 
well marked and well maintained paths. Below you can read more about the Externsteine and the historical importance of Hermann 
the Cherusker. For more information  and details about several paths and self-guided tours, please check out this website:

https://hermannshoehen.teutoburgerwald.de/wandern/die-etappen/9-detmold-bis-leopoldstal.html#ipd=1272784

More information about the Externsteine:

-  From the old stone age (about 10.000 years ago) people visited the Externsteine. One proof for this are archaeological findings 
such as flint stones. Nobody knows why people then came to the Externsteine.  

-  Fireplaces were found that indicate that the Externsteine were an equally popular site in ancient and medieval times. 

-  Additionally, between 1100 and 1300 AD the Externsteine were manipulated by humans – a rock-cut tomb and a chapel was built. 
This was probably done by monks from one of the surrounding monasteries. 

-  In the 17th century, a fort was added to the Externsteine to control the trading roads nearby. The fort was not used for long though 
and put down again in the 19thcentury. The artificial lake next to the rocks still remains from that time. 

-  During the third Reich, the Nazis organized extensive excavations. Being in constant conflict with the Christian church, they were 
looking for any findings that proved that the Externsteine were a cultic site of profane German rites. When no real proof could be 
found, they finally faked them. 

-  Today the Externsteine are a popular destination for day-trippers. They attract international tourists as well as spiritual people who 
celebrate Walpurgis night and similar events there.



A brief history of  the Hermann the Cherusker  Monument.

Please check out this monument after your Externstein hike or choose another hiking trail  that passes the famous monument. The 
entire trail is dedicated to Arminius/Hermann in honour of the battle for freedom against the Romans.  There are over 226 kilom-
eters of hiking trails to take! Discover your own path and visit Hermanns Trail and the Hermanns Monument.

  The Hermanns Monument a statue situated in the Teutoburger forest, in the south-west of Detmold. It was built between 1838 and 
1875 and aims to be a reminder of Arminius, a famous German military leader. 

In 12 BC, Arminius (later renamed Hermann, a popular German name that originally means “soldier”) was a Roman general. Origi-
nally being part of the Cherusci, a German tribe, Arminius served the Roman forces but turned his back on them when they went 
to war against the Cherusci. He then used his knowledge and united several German tribes. He used their profound knowledge of 
the Teutoburger forest to fight off the Romans in a territory unknown to them. In a famous battle in 9 AD, Arminius and his allies 
defeated the Romans who then fled to the region around the Rhine and installed their camps there, which marked the border of 
the Roman empire for years to come.  

- Today, Arminius is still remembered as the person who firstly united the German tribes and primarily coined a sense of national 
identity among the German tribes. 

-  The statue of Hermann is 26,57 meters high. Including its pedestal, it reaches 53,46 meters, which makes it the highest statue in 
Germany. 

- The statue was built in the 19thcentury – not without a political message. Back then, Germany was still divided into many shires 
and earldoms. Many Germans longed for a German identity and politicians tried to promote the idea, too, in order to strengthen 
the political influence in Europe. 

- Because of its historical background, Nazis used the landmark as a popular motif for their election campaign in 1933. 

- Today the Herrmanns Monument is not only a famous destination for an excursion, but also the starting point for the popular fun 
run through the Teutoburger forest, for more information please visit the following website ( https://www.hermannslauf.de). 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O8lyo9Tzyh8



Hike number 3 
Walking the Line in Lithuania
PARTISANS BATTLE PATHS
“Partisans battle paths“ (difficulty easy 7-8 hours) took part in a 15-kilometer walk in the  southwest part Lithuania to honor the 
memory of anti-Soviet partisans. Active guerrilla war for restoration of Lithuania’s independence took place in the 1944-1953 pe-
riod. Among the three Baltic countries, the resistance was the strongest in Lithuania. It is enough to consider the partisan struggle:

- How many men there were in the first days – strong as oaks and brave as lions?

- Only a few of those have remained amongst us to this day

- And how numerous they are – a whole world of the dead! 

- Who will understand, who will describe their heroism, whose like the world has not heard of until now?  

- Will the future know how to give what is due to the heroic sacrifice of these people? 

 Maps are Tauro District.

The hikers visited partisans’ bunkers, soviet bunkers and the graves of members of the “Tauras” partisan district and visited Germans 
soldiers cemetery that died in Lithuania during World War 1. 

About our hike you can see:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W7F1TMq5Dv4



About activities in Lithuania:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GrIkIqDqakE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2BfGiftKA4w&fbclid=IwAR35Wy5WJ07c3fCKcDyQQZ-Huj32kdJfvroyFk1KbR1CRNurLY_
CuOm-3bE 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8odd-HtnLlo 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1363&v=EwHx94M3_LU 

Hike number 4 
Walking the Line in Romania

OCNELOR MARI
When you say „Romania”, you probably think of  Count Dracula, the Black Sea and  the Carpathian Mountains, don’t you? Well, our 
Walking the Line journey in Romania revealed many other unknown treasures of Romania to us, not to mention the amazing food 
and wonderful hospitality of the Romania people.  Did you know that the name of the country goes back to the Roman Empire, 
when the area was a province of Rome? 

We had the chance to see Craiova, where our partner school is located. It is a bustling city of about 290,000 inhabitans, with beauti-
ful architecture inspired by the Belle Epoque and Art Deco movements.  There is an international airport in Craiova, so it is easy to 
reach and it is definitely worth a visit. Downtown there are plenty of  bars and cafés, where people hang around at night and at 
weekends.  Craiova lies in the South-Ouest of the country, 180 kilometers west of Bucharest, if you want to visit both places…which 
we would highly recommend!



Our hiking spot was Ocnelor Mari, a picturesque area sur-
rounded by beautiful hillsides of the Carpathian Moun-
tains. It was a two -  hours bus trip from the city of Craiova. 

In the late 1800s the place was known for its healing 
power, due to the famous salt mines and it boasted many 
well-known spas.  Luckily, today it is being reinvented as a 
resort area once again.

Apart from the tourist gain, our Walking the Line hikes 
aimed at learning about history and political persecu-
tion throughout Europe, and as we know from our history 
books, there was plenty of cruelty in communist Romania! 

The hike unveiled paths used by anticommunists partisans 
from 1948 to 1956, in order to escape or to meet in secret 
and plan how to oppose and fight the communist regime.  

As we walked through the narrow and dark paths, we could imagine the anxiety and fear that the partisans must have felt that they 
would be discovered. Once you try this experience, you will surely reach our conclusion: no one can take freedom for granted!

Our next stop was the cemetery of the dead detainees in Ocnele Mari. The prisoners  were sentenced to forced labour and suffered 
in terrible conditions like hunger, illness and abuse. We all pay our respects to the lives of those who fought for freedom, from whose 
bravery and sacrifice we benefit today!

We also viewed interesting geological formations, that are quite unique in the area. The remains date back to the times of the Da-
cian gods and the setting was a place of worship. Speaking of which… do you remember the spa I mentioned earlier? Well, it was 
also used over centuries as a dengeoun by the communist regime. It is hard to imagine that a place of such beauty could be used 
for so much terror...

Do not miss the chance to visit this amazing place and country! You will easily feel at home and make friends here, as Romanians 
speak English very well and they are very good at French and German, too. Discover enchanting places and learn about the Roma-
nian history!

Here is a useful website address (not only in the Romanian language): http://vinolaocnelemari.ro



Hike number 5 
Walking the Line in ITALY

THE ALLIED FORCES LANDING
This trekking is related to the historical events of the II°  world war. Here 
at the top of “Finocchito Mountain”  the so called  “casematte” can be 
seen. They are  ruined now, yet still tough  with their thick walls, just 
like  small fortresses;inside them, the Nazi fascist soldiers could watch 
the whole eastern  coastline and control their enemies, the anglo-amer-
ican allies while  landing  on the  south- east coast in  Portopalo di Cap-
oPassero, and from there moving  through Pachino, Noto, Avola straight 
to Siracusa. The landing. called the “Husky operation”  took place   on the 
10th of july 1943.

The tour starting from Noto, leads to this  sicilian still uncontaminated 
and scarcely known site. It takes about about 2 hour and half walking 
through a path which  takes  upwards to  the top of the mountain. It is   
425 mt   above the sea level and the path  is not so hard especially at 
the beginning ;  while you walk you can admire  a typical Mediterranean 
flora: wild flowers, olive trees,  and many other types of  Mediterranean 
vegetation.

 Once at the top,  the  view  is breathtaking , moreover  looking  down-
wards, an important necropolis, dating back 700 B.C, can be seen. This 
site, in fact, used to be an important and highly populated area, as it is 
shown by  the remarkable  number of tombs discovered by archeolo-
gists who studied them, as well as the numerous funerary decorative 
objects, now kept in the Museum “Paolo Orsi” in Siracusa.  

Directions to “Finocchito Mount”: starting from the state road 115 Noto- Rosolini, at km 4 you reach the intersection with the Con-
sorzio Spaccazza- Gattaruli .Initially the road is  paved, then it becomes  a country path  crossing cultivated land with  almond , citrus,  
olive , carob trees  and rural houses , such as the Vasquez Cultrera house. Here you  reach the starting point of the path leading  to 
“ Finocchito Mountain”.

It is  4 km from the road and it is  marked by a signposts keeping walking along  a steep path  there is a small quarry  from which the   
river “ Gioi”  starts that is always dry. Here you reach the site  of  tombs dating back to the prehistoric period of Mount Finocchio. It is 
possible to return to the starting point following the path traced in a ring. Once you go  past the necropolis, you  get  to the Benin-
casa farm where it is possible to stop and  supply you  with  water. The path continues flanking the “casematte”, fortifications of the 
II world war period world. Walking on and going past the houses you come to the paved municipal road, turn right and go down for 
1km.  Here turning left  you walk along a country road until  you get to  “Masseria Torresana “, an old and ruined  farmhouse, go past 
it and walking for further 2 km and  you get  back where you started your  hiking!



The anglo-american soldiers went on walking through Avola undisturbed, but the local civilians took refuge onto Avola antica 
placed 507 mt above the sea level.This site was inhabited since the IV century B.C. until  the centre was destroyed by the 1693 earth-
quake. From the top of Avola Antica situated on the acropolis of Aquilone Mountain, the  site offered the local people a fully  control 
over the surrounding plain and over the entire coast between the island of Capo Passero and  Siracusa. From this height they could 
watch the landing of the allies forces and at the same time keep themselves safe from any fight.

Nowadays Noto has become a great  attraction  for tourists  since  it became an UNESCO World Heritage site in 2002  thanks to its 
Baroque style buildings which make it the best showcase of the Sicilian Baroque.  16 km southwards from Noto another attraction  
is the Nature  reserve of Vendicari (Riserva naturale orientata).

The Anglo-american allies army walked through this site  coming from  Portopalo to Siracusa  as   some bunkers  along the way  
reminds us of this  historical event. 

However, there was no resistance  to the allies army  from the local people so , neither any battle was fought in this place nor any 
damage was caused. Here there are some bunker too, for soldiers to shoot. After marching through the town of Pachino the  anglo-
american soldiers  walked to San Lorenzo upwards to “Cittadella Dei Maccari”, through the various archaeological remainings, dat-
ing back  from the 5thcentury B.C. such as the  stone quarries  used by the  Greek  to build monuments and temples  in the ancient 
Greek city of Eloro; “ the Trigona or  the Byzantine Cuba, which is a typical church of the byzantine time, several catacombs dating 
from the same period and some rests of houses, can be seen;  a few metres further  there is “The Sveva Tower” (built by Peter of 
Aragon, duke of Noto in 1406-1438), a fortification that had a commercial and military function  since its beginning  to repel  the  
Saracen pirates attacks; it  was used until the 19th century. 



GET READY: WHICH EQUIPMENT



CHOOSE YOUR ROUTE

Hike in Lithuania around the 

UNESCO Heritage Site Location: Vilnius. Kernave Mounds, Kernave. 

Distance 82 km.

Vilnius Historic Centre was the first of the four Lithuanian 
sites added to the prestigious UNESCO World Heritage list. 
It was granted UNESCO World Heritage status because of its 
unique architecture, shaped over the centuries by promi-
nent European architects. 

Vilnius is an exclusive example of the town that evolved 
organically during the Middle Ages. It is the diverse com-
bination of buildings of different periods that makes Vilnius 
townscape exceptional in Central Europe.

While numerous invasions, wars, and fires left their marks 
on the city, Vilnius Historic Centre managed to keep its 
mostly Baroque look with a fair share of Gothic, Renais-
sance and Classical buildings. Vilnius has also maintained 
its medieval street pattern.

Kernavė: a place to explore a historical landscape

For those interested in an archaeological heritage and na-
ture, the Archaeological Site of Kernavė is a must-see. The 
Kernavė Archaeological Site bears witness to the develop-
ment of settlements in the Baltic region that took place over 
some 10 millennia, from the Palaeolithic era to this day. 

In the 13th and 14th centuries, Kernavė was one of the main 
centres of the pagan Lithuanian state, but research has also 
revealed the influence of Christianity, which is most reflect-
ed in the burial traditions. Five hill forts that were a part of 
a large defence system in the Middle Ages is a highlight of 
Kernavė. An inspiring view of the landscape opens up from 
the top of the hills, allowing visitors to witness the greenery 
of Lithuania’s nature. 

While those who seek closer connection with nature can embark on a White Hill trail, stretching through forests, along the river 
and leading to the top of the hill where a majestic panorama of Neris river turn is guaranteed. Every summer, the Middle Ages are 
brought back to life in Kernavė as a popular festival, Days of Living Archaeology takes place on hill forts. Concerts, re-enactment 
of medieval fights and games fill the festival with a joyful bustle.                                                                                Enjoy a hike in Lithuania!



READ THE SIGNS

SIGN 1 MEANS: This area is a nature reserve. Hunting is 
strictly prohibited

SIGN 2 MEANS: Dumping rubbish in the environment is 
prohibited

SIGN 3 MEANS: Private property! This land is privately-
owned and if you trespass there will be consequences

FIRST AID

- It is always important to have a first aid kit in with you, because 
it is helpful in big and small situations when someone hurts 
themselves

- Always when assisting others as you can also get infected! It is 
important to wear gloves

In order to be able to walk on hiking 
trails, there are various signs or path 
markings throughout Europe that you 
should be aware of each country has 
their own system. Here are some exam-
ples of the signs that you will see on our 
trails. Sometimes there are also letters 
combined with numbers that serve as 
signposts or sign.

Sign 1 Sign 2 Sign 3



USEFUL PHRASES



WALKING THE LINE

Join us and send your feedback  

on “walking the line“ site 


